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6state5 stand for the same ideas. The Jews, for CHAP.
instance, are conscious of nationhood, but they are, VI
and always will be, distributed amongst a variety
of states. Nor in millions of cases can any one
decide whether a particular person is or is not to
be counted as a Jew. Yet none the less the sense
of nationhood is a fact, and new nations are still
in the making. A Victorian will claim that his
nationality is Australian, not English, as vehemently
as a Californian will claim that his nationality is
American. He feels that Australians have a
certain character which has already become distinct
from that of the English, and which he hopes will
become still more distinct in course of time. His
environment is different from that of the English-
man, and therefore he looks to develop a character
suited to that environment and different, therefore,
from that which his forefathers developed on the
other side of the world. But the character is one
which he wishes to be common to all the people
of Australia, and a fellow-countryman who aspires
to be English rather than Australian rightly
offends him.

In a new country the way for a people capable Effect of
of self-government to develop a fresh and distinc-
tive character of their own is to qualify for the
management and control of their common affairs,
Australian nationality could scarcely develop so hood,
long as Australians were divided into six colonies
each managing its domestic affairs from a colonial
as opposed to an Australian standpoint. Really
to develop an Australian nationhood, it was
essential for the people of that great island to have
a government through which they could control all